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Close the Gap Campaign — Statement of Intent

For close to 20 years, the Close the Gap Campaign has stood as an independent,
courageous and united movement committed to truth-telling, accountability and better
outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Our strength comes from First
Nations leadership, the wisdom of Elders, and the solidarity of allies working alongside
communities for justice.

Our advocacy is grounded in the National Agreement on Closing the Gap and informed by
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). These
frameworks affirm that agency, partnership, accountability and human rights are essential.
We continue to call for their full implementation as the pathway to structural reform and
lasting change.

We recognise the resilience, innovation and leadership across communities—from
Indigenous Rangers programs to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-controlled
organisations delivering locally led solutions. Hard-won gains in early childhood education,
employment, and land and sea rights demonstrate that progress is possible.

Yet structural barriers remain: inflexible and short-term funding cycles, inconsistent
implementation, limited co-design, entrenched racism, and systems not built for
self-determination.

Our Shared Direction

The Close the Gap Campaign Members affirm:

e Self-determination and agency are the foundation of reform—through structural
transformation, cultural resurgence, and formal partnerships and shared
decision-making in line with Priority Reform One of the National Agreement.

e A strong, sustainable community-controlled sector is
essential—community-controlled organisations must be properly resourced and
recognised as central to delivering outcomes (Priority Reform Two).

e Government systems must transform—embedding accountability, eliminating
systemic racism, and reforming cultures and practices that have failed to deliver
equity (Priority Reform Three).

e Communities must have shared access to data and information at a regional
level—with the authority and tools to design solutions and measure progress (Priority
Reform Four).



e Momentum and bold reform are required. Incremental change is not enough. We
must elevate urgency, strengthen national understanding, and pursue transformative
systems change.

We aspire to a future where the gap is closed, systemic racism is dismantled, justice for
Stolen Generations Survivors is delivered, and reform is embedded across institutions so
future generations are not forced to fight the same battles.

How We Will Get There

We commit to:

e Championing First Nations leadership and agency, amplifying the voices of
communities, Elders and community-controlled organisations in national debate.

e Advocating for the National Agreement on Closing the Gap, including all four
Priority Reform areas, and holding governments publicly accountable for measurable
progress.

e Advancing Voice, Treaty and Truth as essential pillars of structural reform and
lasting change.

e Driving systems transformation—calling for sustained investment in the
community-controlled sector, the elimination of systemic racism, and transparent
regional data sharing so communities can monitor progress and shape solutions.

e Grounding our advocacy in human rights, urging Australia to fully embed its
obligations under UNDRIP into domestic law, policy and practice.

e Building a unified national movement, mobilising allies and the broader public to
sustain momentum and ensure reform is delivered—not deferred.

Walking Together

Our journey is one of collaboration. Alongside Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
walk allies—listening, acting and amplifying. Together, we will build a country where equity is
a lived reality, not an aspiration.

This Statement of Intent builds on the evidence, recommendations and shared commitments
outlined in previous Close the Gap Campaign reports and reaffirms our collective resolve to
see the National Agreement fully realised in partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.

For more, visit: closethegap.org.au/ctg-annual-reports
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